Medical perspective on ways to improve radiation protection standards.
Radiation has been used in medical practice for over a century. While hazards were recognized very early, radiation protection in medicine evolved over many subsequent decades. Current issues and problems of radiation protection in medicine are mainly the result of rapidly changing technology and lack of education. With the widespread application of computed tomography and digital radiography, use of high dose radiological equipment by nonradiologists, and continuing accidental exposures in radiation therapy there are problems not envisioned before. Radiation protection in medicine is not likely to be improved significantly simply with the addition of more standards, but it will require a combined approach with the medical and educational communities.